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October Update

ADOPTIONS INC.

MLJ Adoptions
Sponsors Successful

Adoption Celebration
Weekend

By Sheri Molnar

MLJ Adoptions sponsored a weekend of Adoption
Celebration events in Indianapolis. The "Crossroads of
America Adoption Conference" was held at the Harrison
Arts Center and provided families and adoption
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Upcoming Events

October 15 - Affording Adoption
Seminar at MLJ, 10:30 am -12:30 pm
October 22 - Initial Adoption Seminar at
MLJ, 10:30 am-12:30 pm

October 26 - Infertility and Adoption at

MLJ, 6:00-8:00 pm

November 12 - Affording Adoption

Seminar at Twin City Bible Baptist
Church, Marion, IN, 10:30 am-12:30 pm

November 30 - Initial Adoption Seminar

atMLJ, 6:00-8:00 pm



professionals the opportunity to meet and exchange
information about adoption. The annual
Auction/Fundraiser for the Fatherless Foundation was
held Friday night. In addition, the annual MLJ Adoptions
family picnic took place on Sunday afternoon. It was an
event-filled weekend that provided all participants in the
adoption process the opportunity to share and learn from
each other.

Over 125 people attended the conference and listened
to keynote speakers Jason Kovacs, Director of the Abba
Fund and Carolyn Twietmeyer, Founder and Executive
Director of Project Hopeful. Twietmeyer spoke inspiringly
about her experiences in adopting two HIV positive
children and founding the nationally known HIV Positive
Adoption advocacy group. Over 35 sessions were held
covering a variety of topics including racism and your
child, balancing professional and family responsibilities,
nutrition, and many other topics. A highlight of the
conference was the presence of MLJ's international staff.
This included: Marie, our Congolese attorney; Lilly, our
Honduran attorney; Rosi and Todor, the representatives
of VESTA in Bulgaria; and Sam, representing Samoa.

The Annual Fatherless Foundation auction and
fundraiser was held Friday evening. The event raised
over $18,000. One hundred percent of the proceeds will
be used for Fatherless Foundation programs including
adoption grants, service trips, orphanage grants, and
hosting programs.

MLJ Adoption's annual family picnic gave families the
opportunity to gather informally and reflect upon their
adoption journeys. MLJ Staff and their families also
attended. Bubbles and a bounce house were a big hit
with the children.

The staff of MLJ, volunteers, and speakers all deserve

praise for their hard work in creating a weekend filled
with the joyful celebration of adoption.
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So great to be spending time with
so many others who are
passionate about &

so excited to spend time
with families adopting from or
interested inMexico, Honduras,
Bulgaria,Ukraine

If it's something you LOVE,
you've got to find a way to do it.
- Wayne DeVeydt

Incredible! RT

amazing stories,

informative information.
TY 4 joining us at

Attending a session on
Afro-Caribbean Hair/Skin Care
. Excited to learn!

Kindred spirits meeting and
sharing passions,
resources at

Watching a parent's adoption
journey come together at
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Congo

Welcome home to 7
more children from
Congo! This brings the
total number of
Congolese children
home to 50. We
anticipate several more
homecomings in the next
month.

Honduras

Recently, the Director of
IHNFA in Honduras was
asked to step down.
Adoptions continue to
process under an Interim
Director. We anticipate
this change to be a
positive one for
adoptions from
Honduras.

It is critical to be open about racial
issues in adoption at an early age.

is full

of inspiration. 3)

Overwhelmed w/ info and inspiration

Attended Crossroads of America
Adoption Conference last week

& have many great things to share!
Stay tuned!

Remember that feeling at the

end of camp? When that wonderful
event came to an end?

Kinda feelin' that let down tonight.

is over, laughed much,
learned more, thankful for our
awesome agency
& all they do!




Mexico

MLJ has submitted an
application to the

Mexican government for
federal approval to
conduct Hague
adoptions in Mexico.
Upon approval, we will
open the program to pilot
families. Similar to our
other pilot programs, we
will form a wait list for
those families who are
interested in adoption
from Mexico.

Samoa

We are thrilled that the
Samoa pilot program is
going very well. Three
referrals have been
given thus far. Last
week, we expanded the
program to include five
more families! We look

Nicaragua

Several of our Nicaragua
families have made
significant progress in
their adoptions over the
past few weeks. Three
dossiers were approved,
one referral was given,
and one family traveled
to Nicaragua recently.
We expect another
referral to be given in the
near future.

Ukraine

The parental upper age
limit for adoptions from
Ukraine has been
eliminated. Parents must
be 15 years older than




forward to the day that the child they are

we can fully open the adopting. Children eight

Samoa program. and older are available
for adoption.
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